THE DECLARATION OF HIS GRACE THE VERY REVDe DOCTOR FATHER PETER
MARTIN NGO-DINH THUC.

‘His Grace, the Very Revd, Doctor Peter Martin Ngo—dinh Thuc, Arqhbishop of Bulla
ggia, previously Archbishop of Hué(Vietnam), and consecrating Archbishop of the ORDIR
" CARMELITES OF THE HOLY FACE of Palmar de Troya, issued the following document, which the
ess has not published, and, in the few places in which it has appeared, was totally
tilateds ' : :

Given in Palmar de Proya on +the 13the January, in the yQay of Our Lord
__One thousand, nine hundred, and seventy-six.

On the last day of the previous year, 1975, the Cardinal of Seville twice scnt the
licc to Calle Redes, 20, for the purposc of identifying mc, He did the samc thing in the
lgrim House of Palmar dc Troya, having noted the rcports of the priestly ordinations of
¢ 1st. January. The same Cardinal of Seville afterwards sent to the same rcsidence of
ther Clemente, the Parish Priest of the Magdalena with a notc in which the Cardinal of
ville threatened to denounce the Ordinations of Palmar to Rome, for the following recason

«  That the Cardinal of Scville had explicitly and officially condemmed the cvents of
1lmar as being falsc and invented; conscquently the Ordinations in Palmar would be
ndcmned.

The Emmissary of the Cardinal wished me to cnter the Chapcl with him; Father Clomente
tercd at the same time as Superior and Head of the House, but the cmissary refuscd him,
dicating that he wished to speak with me alonc. Father Clementc then asked my permissiong
roplied that first of all I should rcad the Cardinal's letter, and aftcrwards I would
vce my permission. The emissary declarcd that the Chapel did not have the authorization of
¢ Cardinal, and turning his back on the altar, he began the conversation. I rcad over the
rnings of the Cardinal, and authorized Father Clemente to be present at the meeting.

I-said to the cmissary: "TELL THE CARDINAL THAT I SHOULDER MY RESPONSIBILITY BEFORE
“WYONE, BEFORZ GQD AND BEFORL-WY GONSCIENGE.— I AM A DOGTOR OF CANON L. H-—AND-I-KNOW-THL

)NSEQUENCES OF MY ACTIONS,"

Then he propescd that I should specak with the Cardinal by tclephone. I replicd that

1iis would be uscless, since the Cardinal had oxpresscd all his thought in the letters
cn I noticed that this typowritton lcttor did not carry the clear signaturc of the
rdinal of Seville, but only onc that was very difficult to rcad. I-asked him whosc that

aturc was, and he replied, rather irritated, that it was his own, and not that of the
Juinale The letter did not carry any seale I said to him: "Therc is no assurance that the
+tter comes from the Cardinal," and showed him the door, adding: *iould you pleasc lcave
iis housc?" I asked Fathor Clcmontc to accompany hime All of this took placc in less than
ve minutese.

The rcason for prohibiting the Ordinations in Palmar was, for thc Cardinal, connccted
th his condemmation of Palmar as a placc of worship. This rcason is not valid beccause the
ndemnation by the Cardinal was against Natural Law, and against the Law of the Church.
sainst Natural Law becausc the Cardinal had refused to hear the cvidence concerning Palmars
ic secers, Rosario Arcnillas, Father Clemente, ctc., treating them as guilty and condemning
icm. This is and injusticc which Natural Law condemns.

Likewisc Canon Law has Canons indicting how to procced against canonical misdemcanors,
1 particular that of hcaring thosc presumed guilty. In this cosc the Cardinal has not
111lcd them, and for this alonc, the condemnation of Palmar IS CANONIC.LLLY NULLe In
nscquence, and lcaving this quitc clear, I P.ID NO ATTENTION TO THS W.RNIIGS OF THE CLRDINLL
) DO NOTHING WHICH WOULD BE LGAINST N.LTUR.LL LAY AND ECCLESIASTIC.L LT,

Lfter the five pricstly ordinations carricd out in the morning of the 1st. January
)76, the ncewspapcers published a supposcd condemnation of thesc Ordinations, asscrting that
L1 Ordinations must be authorized by the Ordinary of the Placc. .nd as I had not sought
1y authorization, hc has dcclared them to be illicit. ’

In the face of all this, and in defensc of my manncr of acting, it should be under-,
tood that we arc returning to .postolic times. During the .postolic timcs and during the
»llowing centurics, the .postles went cverywhere preaching the Gospel, and themsclves
rdaining Pricsts and Bishops without the permission of anyonc, nor did they scck it of
2int Peter the first Popc.. Thus Saint Paul ordained Titus and Timothy, and tiesc , in
heir turn, did the samc. This was the norm. Later, so that cvangelization might be more
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«soesscffective, the Supreme Pontiffs divided the 'ester. Latin Church into dioceses.
Within cach of thesc the Ordinary of the Placce held and iolds the right of controllang the
nrcaching of the Gospel, the celebration of Holy Mass and the other Sacraments,....and ,
naturally , thc Sacrament of Ordcrs, :

But this division in diocescs, this jurisdiction of Bishops, (or not Bishops,:as for
cxample the Apostolic Prefects in the mission tcrritorics; Bishops beforce their consccratiom
as in the casc of .postolic . dministrators who cxcrcisc the function of Bishops without
being conscerated) is by a human law and not 2 divine onci by an Icclesiastical Law (such
ns that of the soutanc, the tonsurc) which can become uscless, cven harmful AND WITHOUT
FORCE in certain circumstances: for cxample in our timesthat law which rcfers to this
division in dioccscs. The Cardinal of Scville is now not fulfilling the purposc intended
by the Church: the prcaching ot the Gospel, the formation of numerous clerics with the
required zeal, ctc.. 411 this can be understood simply if we “open our cyes™ and sce the
crisis of vocations,; the crisis of the preaching of the Gosncl, the apostasy of pricsts,
of rcligious....marricd without dispcnsation. . crisis which the truc Pope, Poul VI, openly
deplores. g

= 411 this justifics that the Law which used to prescribe the authorization of the
Ordinary of the Placc can be omittcd, since he is not going to give his authorization,
alleging motives which arc LNTIC.IONIC..L.

Conclusions T have not wviolated .NY CANONIC.L PRESCRIPTION by carrying out thc.
ordination of pricsts in the Lontisco of Palmar de Troya££g;tho carly morning of the¢ first
day of the year 1976, 11th this it scoms to me sufficiont to ELIMINATE LNY SCRUPLE OVER
THE EVENTS OF PALMAR (pricstly ordinations and- subscquently Episceopal Consccrations), now
that, what is morc, thesc lattcr do not depend on the Cardinal, but only on the authorization
of thc Pope (authorization gronted by Him for the Viestern Latin Church. Nevertheless the
Orthodox , schismatical Churches whizh do not recognize the Ponc, rcccive the validity of
their ordinations from Him). In the casc of the Yestern Uniate Churches, the I'oly ather
arproves the Upiscopnl cloctions carricd out by the wholo Ipiscopete of theso Churohosy Lon—
cxample, the Marionitc, the Grecian Uniate, the Ukranian Uniate, ctc.: This approval and
not authorization (lknown as Handatum in Latin), is a purcly human law, and not Divine; and
it can be followcd or not in particular circumstonces, as in times of persccution, the
breaking of communications with Rome, ctc.; (the Episcopal Consccration , then ; is valid,
and- algo: licit ).

. Taliding these circumstancces into consideration, in the casc of the Zpiscopal Consccra-—
“%ions of Palmar dc Troya, we have the approval of the Holy Fathcr, Paul VI. For this

rcason MG ARG TN ORDER VITH GOD LN UITH THL HOLY CHURCH. The Cardinal of Soville does

not nced to be consulted in this motter. : .

lLccording to the Press, the Cardinal has said that the Order of Carmclites of the
Holy Facc is not authorized, thnat it is invalid, ctc. Neverthcless, in the Church there is
o proliferation of rcligious ond spiritual associations, frecly and without ceclesiastical

approval, and thc Church rcsponds to them with complaccency. The Church docs not require
} an ~ episcopal authorization.

Uhy is the Cardinal of Sevillc IORE RIGOROUS TILT PAUL VI in this mattcr? Does he-
prctend to have rights over - privatce association which prays continually for the Church,
for the Holy PFather, and which does ncnance?

-

Peter Martin Ngo-dinh Thuc.
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