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. Reflections
on
Suspension a Divinis

Jt nraises a grave prollem and will ostill cauce the spilling of {floods of 4nk
even though J should perchance vanish off the stuge of the Church iddlitant.

Jn what does it really conediot? It depiives me of the right inherent in the
priest, and a fortiori 4in the Bishop, of celelbrating Holy waoes, of conferring the
Sacraments, and of preaching in consecrated places; namely, J an forlidden to
celelrate the new lilass, to confer the new sacraments, to preach the new doctriine.

Thus, decause J have refused these novelties precisely sdince their inotitution,
Y am henceforth officially forlidden to use them. Since J refuce the new iuss, J
amn therefore kept from saying it. One can easily guess from this how Little hawm
this suopension does me.

ltere 4o one moie proof that this new Church, which they themselves have now
descriled as "Conciliar,” is destroying itself. His &minence logr. Senedlli himself,
 his detter of daoit June 25, 40 designates it. Speaking of the oeminarians, he
writes, "If they have good will and are seriousdy prepared for a priestly mindioiry
in twe fidelity to the Conciliar Church, finding the lest solution for them will
then le undertaken; lut let them aleo make a lbeginning through this act of oledience
40 the Church.!

What could be clearer? e must hencelorth oley and le faithful to the Conciliar
Church, no donger +to the Catholic Church. Right there 4o our whole prolldem: e are
suopended a divinis by the Conciliar Church and for the Conciliar Church, to which
we have no wish to lelonge.

That Conciliar Church 4is a oachiosmatic Chuich, lecause At breaks with ithe Catholdic
Church that has always leen. It has ite new dogmas, 4te new priesthood, 4ts new
instituiions, 4ite new worship, all already condemned Iy the Church 4in many a document,
official and definitive.

That 4o why the founderos of. the Conciliar Chuich insist oo much on cledience to
today's Church, prescinding from yesierday's Church as though it no longer exiosted.

This Conciliar Church 4o oschiomatic, lecause it has taken as a basis for ito
updating principles opposed to those of the Catholic Chuich: ouch as the new concept
+ 7 the iiass expiessed in numbers 5 of the Preface to (the decree) lidosale Romanum
wud 7 of its firwst chapter, which gives the asdsenily a piiestly rdle that it cannot
exercise; ouch likewise as the natural--which 46 to say divine--iight of every peroson
and of every group of persons to religious freedom.

This ndight to religious freedom 4o Udaophemous, for it attrilutes to God puiposes
that deotroy lse lajeoty, tHio Glory, His ningoshipe. This iight Aimplies [freedom of
consclience, freedom of ithought, and all the lascnic freedoms. A

The Church that affiuns such errors 4o at once sciigsmatic and heretical. Thios
Conciliar Church 4o, therefore, not Catholic. 7To whatever extent Pope, Bishopas,
pricots, or faithful adhere ito this new Church, they separate themselves {from the
Catholic Church. Today's Church 4o the taue Church only to whutever exient it 4is a
continwation of and one body with the Church of yeosterday and of always. The noan
of Catholic faith 4is Tradition. The demand of itie &minence iwsgr. Deneddli is, then,
dAAuninating: oubmission to the Conciliar Chuich, to the Uatican 55 Chuich, to the
scivionaric Church, For our part, we persevere 4n the Catholic Chwich, by the grace
of Wur lord jesus Chidst and the dintercession of the Blessed VUirgin wary.

+Hikircel Lefelbure

(Trans. B. Fo Dryden) tcone, July 29, 1976



